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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 10, line 6 
the phrase "ability handle" should read "ability to handle". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 3 "an" should be 
"a" and in line 4 "os" should be "of. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 6,694,429 to Kalmanek, Jr. et al.. 

5. As to claim 1, Kalmanek teaches a system for reserving a virtual connection from a 
source workstation to a destination workstation wherein packets of data are transmitted over a 
network between an ingress node of said source workstation and an egress node of said 
destination workstation, said system comprising: a reservation server accessible by said source 
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workstation including connection setup means for setting up a virtual connection meeting a 
predefined quality of service requirement from said ingress node to said egress node in response 
to a request from said source workstation (col. 5, lines 14-34 and col. 6, line 47-62). 

6. As to claim 2, Kalmanek teaches the system according to claim 1, wherein said 
reservation server includes a user database for storing the identification of each user allowed to 
access said reservation server (col. 10, lines 19-32). 

7. As to claim 3, Kalmanek teaches the system according to claim 2, wherein said user 
database further stores the rights of each user allowed to access said reservation server (col. 10, 
lines 19-32). 

8. As to claim 4, Kalmanek teaches the system according to claim 1, wherein said 
reservation server further includes a network database for storing the information describing a 
network capacity required to set up said virtual connection (col. 10, line 47-col. 11, line 2). 

9. As to claim 5, Kalmanek teaches the system according to claim 1, wherein said source 
workstation includes a user FlowID database for storing at least one FlowID, wherein said at 
least one FlowID identifies at least one flow transmitted from said source workstation (col. 28, 
lines 4-22). 

10. As to claim 6, Kalmanek teaches a system according to claim 1, wherein said ingress 
node includes an edge FlowID database for storing at least one FlowID for flows that have been 
reserved by said reservation server (col. 44, line 50-col. 45, line 60). 

11. As to claim 7, Kalmanek teaches a system according to claim 1 , wherein said ingress 
node includes a port forwarding database for sorting information required by said ingress node 
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when receiving a first packet of a flow that has been reserved by said reservation server (col. 44, 
line 50-col. 45, line 60). 

12. As to claim 8, Kalmanek teaches a system for reserving a virtual connection from a 
source workstation to a destination workstation wherein packets of data are transmitted over a 
network between an ingress node of said source workstation and an egress node of said 
destination workstation, said method: sending a reservation request from said source workstation 
to a reservation server (col. 6, lines 47-62); verifying that said request may be validated in view 
of user information within said source workstation, wherein said user information is accessible 
by said reservation server (col. 9, lines 18-34); verifying that the capacity of said network is 
sufficient to meet the requirements of said reservation request (col. 10, line 47-col. 11, line 2); 
and in response to the capacity of said network being sufficient to meet the requirements of said 
reservation request, establishing a virtual connection from said ingress node to said egress node 
(col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 17). 

13. As to claim 9, Kalmanek teaches a method according to claim 8, wherein said step of 
verifying that said request may be validated further comprises: verifying the authentication of 
said user (col. 10, lines 19-32); and verifying the user rights to obtain said virtual connection 
(col. 10, lines 19-32). 

14. As to claim 10, Kalmanek teaches a method according to claim 8, further comprising in 
response to insufficient capacity of said IP network with respect to a previous reservation 
request, delivering a new reservation request form said source workstation to said reservation 
server, wherein said new reservation request includes new parameters that are set in accordance 
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with the capacity of said network as reported form said reservation server to said source 
workstation (col. 10, lines 47-col 11, line 13). 

15. As to claim 1 1 , Kalmanek teaches a method according to claim 8, further comprising 
delivering from said reservation server to said ingress and egress nodes, information required to 
set up a virtual connection from said ingress node to said egress node and a flow identification of 
the communication to be established such that said ingress node may transmit any packet 
received from said source workstation over said connection (col. 9, line 34-col. 10, line 18). 

16. As to claim 12, Kalmanek teaches a method according to claim 11, wherein the 
information sent by said reservation server to said ingress and egress nodes to set up a virtual 
connection includes a FlowID identifying the flow corresponding to the communication to be 
established over said virtual connection (col. 9, line 34-col. 10, line 18). 

17. As to claim 13, Kalmanek teaches a method according t claim 12, further comprising 
comparing a FlowID of a new packet received by said ingress noted with at least one FlowID 
corresponding to at least one reserved virtual connection that has been established from said 
reservation server to said ingress node (col. 28, lines 4-22). 

18. As to claim 14, Kalmanek teaches the method according to claim 12, further comprising 
delivering a RoutelD from said reservation server to said ingress and egress nodes, wherein said 
RoutelD identifies a route already known by said nodes (col. 28, lines 4-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Number 6,694,429 to Kalmanek, Jr. et al. in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,768,738 to Yazaki et 
al.. 

21. As to claim 15, Kalmanek teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , however Kalmanek 
does not explicitly teach a packet including a source address, a destination address, a port 
number, and a QOS identifier. 

Yazaki teaches a packet including a source address, a destination address, a port number, 
and a QOS identifier (col. 2, lines 51-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Computer Networking art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Kalmanek regarding the establishment of a 
virtual connection with the teachings of Yazaki regarding a packet including a source address, a 
destination address, a port number, and a QOS identifier because such information would help a 
router perform QOS controls (Yazaki, col. 2, lines 51-67). 

Conclusion 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B Blair whose telephone number is 703-305-5267. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Douglas Blair 
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